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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. General Court. Science Resource Office. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 60 
Extent: 1 box (1 linear foot) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Science Resource Office Records. State 
Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Mary Micarelli, February, 1994. Updated by Abigail 
Cramer, June, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the activities of the Science Resource Office, which provides 
legislators with information on scientific and technical aspects of public policy. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The collection includes a summary of the intentions of the Science Resource Office, notes and 
proposals for implementing Science Resource Office programs, a final report (January, 1982) to 
the National Science Foundation, and documentation of the responses given to legislative 
inquiries. Also included in the collection is research conducted by the Science Resource Office 
(into topics such as auto emissions and Radon), correspondence, meeting and conference 
information, legislation proposed by the Science Resource Office, grant applications, and Science 
Resource Office newsletters. 
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HISTORICAL NOTE 
In 1974, the Massachusetts General Court applied for and received a National Science 
Foundation Grant to create an office to provide legislators and staff with information on scientific 
and technical aspects of public policy. The Science Resource Office was created in January, 
1975. Another grant was awarded in September, 1977 to further the development of the Science 
Resource Office. In March, 1978, the National Science Foundation awarded a $25,000 grant to 
devise a plan for improving the Office's technical studies program. In 1980, the Massachusetts 
State Legislature assumed all funding for the Science Resource Office. The staff was then 
increased and a newsletter was begun.  
 
The Science Resource Office was organized to develop science and technology utilization 
through the Massachusetts General Court. The purpose was to organize a staff capable of 
responding to requests from legislators and staff for information on scientific and technological 
issues. The Science Resource Network had three basic methods for providing the Legislature 
with information: a quick response Inquiry Service staffed by graduate and undergraduate interns 
from various colleges and universities within Massachusetts (which provided brief answers to 
specific questions), a Dialogue Program (in which outstanding authorities were brought to the 
Commonwealth for face-to-face meetings with legislators and their staff, including lectures, 
briefings, seminars, or panel discussions), and technical studies (which were commissioned to 
deal with subjects or questions that required greater analysis than was possible with the other two 
types of response. Backing up these three functions was an Information Support System.  
 
The Science Resource Office also provided two additional services: the Massachusetts Economic 
Policy Analysis Model and Politech, a national information-sharing computer communications 
system. The Inquiry Service developed a monthly newsletter containing information which 
explained how the Inquiry/Response Service could assist legislators and their staff. The Inquiry 
Service also compiled a Resource Directory to provide the legislature with systematic access to 
sources of information. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in four series as follows: 
Series I. Background and Agenda, 1975-1982 
Series II. Personnel, 1974-1977 
Series III. Legislative Queries, 1976-1977 
Series IV. Research, 1971-1987 
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Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Container List 
Series I. Background and Agenda, 1975-1982 
Folder # Title Date 
1 Project Summary undated 
2 Notes and Proposals for Implementing the Programs of the Science 
Resource Office 
1975 
3 Final Report and Evaluation Made to the National Science Foundation Jan., 1982 
4 Amendment to the Agreement Between the Department of 
Environmental Quality Engineering and the Science Resource Office 
1979 
 
Series II. Personnel, 1974-1977 
Folder # Title Date 
5 Roster of Student Interns ca. 1977 
6 Advisory Committee Members 1975 
7 Task Force Members 1975 
8 Resource Directory undated 
9 Qualifications for Director of the Office of Science & Technology 1974 
10 Organization Chart undated 
11 Material Related to the Appointment of Richard A. Bolt as a Visiting 
Scientist 
1977 
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Series III. Legislative Queries, 1976-1977 
Folder # Title Date 
12-13 Inquiry and Inquiry Response 1976-1977 
14A Appendix C: Programs for Dialogue Sessions on Economic 
Forecasting and Balloting Technology 
undated 
14B Appendices A, B, D-O undated 
15 Problem Analysis undated 
 
Series IV. Research, 1971-1987 
Folder # Title Date 
16 Article, New Science and Science Journal, “A state that listens to 
citizens and science [Puerto Rico]” 
Feb., 1971 
17 Report on Auto Emission, by Steven Colome Jan. 1977 
18-20 Research on Radon 1986-1988 
21-26 Correspondence undated, 
1975-1987 
27 Meetings and Conferences 1973-1977 
28 Proposed Legislation by Science Resource Office undated 
29-30 Expenses ca. 1974-1978 
31-33 Grants 1975-1979 
34 Newsletters, Science Resource Network 1975 
35 Draft Questionnaire, Environment Resources Directory 1976 
 
 
